
 

                              
 

Opening Statement 
  

The Board of Adjustment is a Quasi-Judicial Board appointed by the Mayor and City Council.  The Board is not 
part of City Administration and is governed by both City and State Codes and Ordinances. The Board is made 
up of five members. The Chair cannot make a motion but has a vote. There must be three (3) affirmative votes 
to pass.  No motion made by the Board will be the same as a denial. If all five members are not present 
petitioners have the right to ask for their case to be tabled until the next scheduled meeting, but there is no 
guarantee of a full board next month. The Board is empowered to vary the regulations of the Zoning Ordinance 
in harmony with its general purpose and intent where the Board makes Finding of Fact that there are practical 
difficulties or unnecessary hardships may prevent carrying out the literal provisions of the Ordinance.  

 
 The Board reviews Conditional Use requests and considers the following: 

 Is the requested use consistent with the intent and purpose of the Ordinance and with the 
Comprehensive Plan; 

 Will the use have a substantial adverse effect upon adjacent property and the character of the 
neighborhood, and; 

 Will the proposed use be compatible with the immediate neighborhood? 
The Board also reviews Variance requests.  A Variance request should only be granted if the Petitioner 
establishes that an unnecessary hardship will result if the Zoning regulations are enforced.  There are seven 
criteria for actions on a Variance which are to be addressed in variance applications including: 
 Unique Circumstances; 
 Not exclusively for financial gain; 
 Hardship not self-created; 
 Substantial rights denied; 
 Not a special privilege; 
 Not detrimental, and; 
 No other remedy. 

A general rule of thumb is that a Variance should prevent a hardship and not grant a special privilege not 
available to other landowners in a similar situation. 

 
 “Unnecessary Hardship” mean the land in question cannot yield a reasonable return if used only for the 

purpose allowed in that zone; the issue in question is due to unique circumstances and not to the central 
conditions of the neighborhood; the hardship must not be self-created; and the use authorized by the Variance 
will not alter the essential character of the locality.    
 

 As a Board of the City, all testimony is welcome.  Decisions are based on the facts and evidence allowed under 
City Code.  The Chairperson will introduce your case and City staff will provide details regarding the request. 
The Petitioner will then be asked to come forward to present your case so your testimony can be heard and 
recorded.  Please give your name and address for the record. If the proceedings become lengthy, testimony 
may be limited by the Chair to new facts or evidence not already presented.  Objectors will then have an 
opportunity to address the Board.  Objectors shall state name and address for the record, and then state 
objections/concerns.  The Chair will then call for any Board questions or discussion.  Final summaries and 
additional comments may then take place.  Based on a motion and a second the Chair will then call for a vote.  
If your Variance is approved, please understand that you may still have to comply with other regulations and 
codes, such as applicable Building Codes.  Please visit with the Development Services Department Official for 
any clarifications.  Today there are ? (need 3 or more) Board members present. We have a quorum.   



 

                              
Development Services Department 
500 15th Avenue SW 
Cedar Rapids Iowa 52404 
Office: (319) 286-5806 
ZoningDevelopment@Cedar-Rapids.org 
 
The Cedar Rapids Board of Adjustment will hold a virtual/electronic meeting on October 12, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. A 
virtual/electronic meeting is being held because a meeting in person is impossible or impractical due to concerns 
for the health and safety of Commission members, staff, and the public presented by COVID-19. An electronic 
meeting is allowed by Iowa Code Section 21.8 and Governor Reynolds’ Proclamation of Disaster Emergency.  
There will be no in-person public attendance.  City Hall remains closed to the public. 
 
The meeting may be watched on the City’s Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/CityofCRiowa/.  
 
Persons interested in commenting on the agenda items are encouraged to do so in writing by emailing 
developmentservices@cedar-rapids.org.  Comments received before Noon on October 12th will be provided to 
the members of the Board prior to the meeting. 
 
Participation in the meeting and commenting on agenda items will also be available via Zoom; members of the 
public may register using the Zoom link at: 
https://cedar-rapids.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__kVhUPtTTs-uZl2ny2W9FA 
and will receive an email with instructions on how to participate. Registration cut-off time is 2 hours prior to 
the meeting.  Registrations submitted after the cut-off time will not be approved.  Citizens only interested in 
watching the meeting who will not be providing public comment do not need to register for the Zoom 
conference.  

 
New Business 
 
1.  COND-030897-2020  3905 Center Point Road NE  (Conditional Use) 

Consideration of a Conditional Use request for tobacco and alcohol sales in a T-MC, Traditional 
Mixed Use Center District as requested by Mike Gripp (Applicant) and In-Laws, LLC (Titleholder) 
 
Case Manager: Dave Houg 

 
2.  ADMD-030953-2020  388 East Post Road SE  (Major Design Exception) 

Consideration of a Major Design Exception for a 10.5 feet fence along the side yard in an A-RR, 
Rural Residential Disrict as requested by Robert Weems (Applicant). 
 
Case Manager: Landon Hawes 

  
 

 
NOTICE:  Any person needing visual/audio assistance or language interpretation should contact 

Development Services 319- 286-5705 at least 72 hours prior to the meeting. 
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City Planning Commission 
City Hall 

101 First Street SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 

Telephone: (319) 286-5780 
  

 
Date:  10/1/2020 
 
To:  The Board of Adjustments 
 
Subject: City Planning Commission Report 
 
Petition of: Mike Gripp  
Titleholder: In-Laws, LLC 
Request: Conditional Use for a tobacco and alcohol sales in a T-MC, Traditional Mixed-

Use Center District  
Case No: COND-030897-2020 
 
Location: 3905 Center Point RD NE 
 
This is to certify that the City Planning Commission has examined the petition of Mike Gripp 
requesting a Conditional Use for a tobacco and alcohol sales located at 3905 Center Point RD NE 
and zoned T-MC, Traditional Mixed-Use Center District. 
 
At the October 1, 2020, the City Planning Commission recommended denial of the proposed 
Conditional Use.   
 
 
 
Recommended DENIAL 
Motion to deny by a vote of 6-0 
4 Objectors present. 
 



 

CONDITIONAL USE   
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
CASE # COND-030897-2020 
CASE MANAGER:  David Houg  
 

 
 

OWNER/APPELLANT INFORMATION 

OWNER Name: In-Laws, LLC 
  
MAILING/PROPERTY 
ADDRESS: 

 

3905 Center Point Road NE 

CONDITIONAL USE REQUEST 

Level II liquor & tobacco use in a T-MC District 

OUTSTANDING ISSUES AND STANDARDS FOR APPROVAL 

Compatibility with the surrounding area 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

No objections to approval. 



 

 
CONDITIONAL USE 

CASE #  COND-030897-2020 
City Planning Commission Hearing: October 1, 2020 
Board of adjustment hearing:  October 12, 2020 
 

 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT: 
1. In-Laws, LLC is the owner of record of the subject property. 

 
2. The Future Land Use Map designation is Urban Medium Intensity. 
 
3. The property is 19,230 sf in size, and described as DRIVE-IN REALTY 1ST LOT 7- EX RD. 
 
4. The property owners filed the conditional use request with the Development Services 

Department on August 21, 2020. 
 
 

CRITERIA: 
32.05.09.G, of the Cedar Rapids Municipal Code requires that ALL of the following criteria 
for the granting of a conditional use be met: 

 
1. The conditional use is permitted in the district where the property is located. 

 
Staff Conclusion:  The conditional use as requested is allowed within the T-MC, Traditional 
Mixed Use Center District.  

 
2. The application complies with all use-specific standards applicable to the use, as listed in Sec 

32.03, Use-Specific 
Standards. 

 
Staff Conclusion:  There are no proposed site changes accompanying this request. 

 
3. The application complies with all other applicable standards of this Code. 

 
Staff Conclusion:  The site conforms with all other applicable standards. 

 
4. The proposed use and development will be consistent with the intent and purpose of the 

Future Land Use Map and other elements of the Comprehensive Plan. 
  

Staff Conclusion:  This area is designated as “Urban Medium Intensity” on the City’s Future 
Land Use Map.  The proposed retail use is consistent with this LUTA. 

 

 Development Services Department 
City of Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
City Services Center, 500 Fifteenth Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 
Phone: (319) 286-5836 | Email: developmentservices@cedar-rapids.org 

STAFF 
REPORT 
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5. There is sufficient compatibility with the adjacent properties and the overall neighborhood. 
When considering aspects unique to the proposed use as compared to other permitted uses 
within the same zone district, the reviewing body should consider: 

 
a) Whether the proposed development of use will be located, designed, 

constructed, and operated in such a manner that it will be compatible with 
the immediate neighborhood and will not interfere with the orderly use, 
development and improvement of surrounding property. 
 

b) Whether the proposed use or development will have adverse effects on 
existing traffic conditions, parking, utility and service facilities, and other 
factors affecting the public health, safety, and welfare. 

 
c) Whether the impacts of the proposed use or development extend beyond 

that of development that would be permitted by-right in the same zone 
district. 

 
d) Whether any additional impacts that may be created as a result of the 

proposed use or development are acceptable and not a detriment. 
 

e) Whether any additional impacts that may be created as a result of the 
proposed use or development have been considered by the applicant and 
adequate steps have been taken to eliminate or mitigate these impacts. 

 
Staff Conclusion:  Use is compatible with a commercial strip-mall setting. Residential 
development is separated from this location by a major arterial street.   
 

6. Adequate conditions can be placed on the approval to eliminate or mitigate any adverse 
impacts of the proposed use or development. 

 
Staff Conclusion:  Alcohol and tobacco licensing requirements are intended to mitigate 
possible adverse effects. 

 

STAFF CONCLUDES:  The conditional use would be allowable.  
 
                 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
The Board of Adjustment may consider the following alternatives: 
 
1. Grant the requested conditional use subject to conditions or modifications. 
2. Table the requested motion to give the applicant time to modify the application. 
3. Deny the requested conditional use. 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
If approved staff recommends the following condition: 
 
1. THE PROPERTY IS SUBJECT TO THE LICENSING REQUIREMENTS FOR LIQUOR AND TOBACCO SALES. 
 
 







From: Kristin
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Alcohol/Tobacco- Smokin Joe’s
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 4:18:16 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Good afternoon,
I am writing this email to you today as I have been made aware of the intent to put a Smokin Joe’s business next to
the current Studio Dance facility.
As a parent of a 13yr old daughter who has danced at Studio Dance for 9 years this concerns me on a great level.
The studio’s busiest times are between 5-10pm. Currently I pick my daughter up twice a week after 9:30 pm. While
there are multiple other businesses in that same parking lot, none of them have I ever had a issue with. However, I
take great issue with the proposal for this kind of particular business directly next to and quite honestly basically
sharing parking with our studio.
I have worked on the corner of Johnson & Edgewood for the last nine years. We are located one block from a
Smokin Joe’s in one direction and about 2-3 blocks from another Smokin Joe’s. In those nine years I have seen
many instances of people fighting in those parking lots, police obviously being called to those businesses, people
loitering around the main corners, and in one instance I even witnessed a gentleman urinating outside his car in their
parking lot. Keep in mind I leave from work no later than 4pm.....so this has all been in broad daylight. I am only
going to assume that many of the things only get worse or occur more frequently in the evenings.
Currently my daughter is still at an age at which she is dropped off and picked up by parents, but looking into the
future in less than 3 years she will be driving herself. The thought of her having to drive and leave at night in a
parking lot with an alcohol/tobacco store right there is unnerving to myself and my husband. I worry about our now
high school studio dancers who drive and obviously dance in the later evening time slots. The whole situation seems
like an avoidable problem just waiting to happen.
Right now there are currently many gas stations, pharmacy & another alcohol/tobacco store in that neighborhood. I
don’t see a community need for another one.
I know that we are not a “school” in the legal sense. But it is still child classes being conducted. The law for the
school proximity to a alcohol/tobacco business was obviously put into law for a reason. If problems hadn’t occurred,
or people hadn’t seen a conflict than that law wouldn’t exist.
I appreciate you taking the time to listen to my, and many other parent’s concerns on this issue. We have enjoyed
Studio Dance and my daughter feels it is her home away from home. The girls think & treat each other and their
instructors like family. They have always felt it is a welcoming and SAFE environment. The owner, Michele Burke
has created this SAFE place for our kids. I would deeply hope that our children’s safety would not be overlooked
and would remain a priority.
Thank you for your time,
Kristin Pekny

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:ttk220@yahoo.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Joyce Finch
To: Blin, Dani L.
Cc: Michele Burke
Subject: Board of Adjustment Meeting this week
Date: Monday, October 5, 2020 12:45:37 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello!  Please accept this email as my strong objection to send to the Board Of
Adjustments for the issue in front of the board (Cond-030897-2020 for a
conditional use to allow for "Alcohol & Tobacco Level II" Sales in the vacant
building located at:
 3905 Center Point Rd CR IA 52402 (Next to STUDIO DANCE) for a "Smokin

Joes" Franchise.  My 17 year-old granddaughter has been a student at Dance

Studio since she was young.  We have watched students coming and going

for lessons many times.

 
We believe this is not the a proper place for such an adult business and

there are many valid reasons why....

1. Due to being next to a dance studio, a learning center for children and the

children safety is priority.

2. The hours of the store's operation (till midnight) overlapping with studio

hours.

3. The shared entrance into the parking lot - some older students drive

themselves.

4. The parking lot in it's self where children are dropped off and are waiting

for rides and how some drive through parked cars without care for

pedestrians 

5. Safety is needed for students leaving class and older students driving to

and from class. 

6. The area is saturated with similar businesses at 32nd/Center Point Rd &

Center Point Rd

7.  Opening an adult store next to a small business for children will decrease

enrollment and could eliminate new students severely impacting Dance

Studio financially - a 20 year plus loyal small business in CR at this location.

Thank you for your consideration and listening carefully to the voice of many parents and
grandparents and residents familiar with the proposed business.  Please make a wise choice! 

mailto:joyce.finch53@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:michele@studiodanceia.com
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Joyce E. Finch
Orchestra Iowa Board Chair 
319-431-4364



From: Kinsey W
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Center Point Rd NE Smokin’ Joes complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 12:28:54 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for dancers at this studio,
including myself. The teachers at this studio instill proper morals and values into all of their
students, and we, the teachers and students, do not want our dancers to be exposed to that sort
of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night. Some
dancers are at the studio till hours reaching well past dark, and it is a necessity to ensure safety
for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into
deep consideration. 

Sincerely, Kinsey

mailto:kiwiddel28@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


October 1, 2020 
 
 
Dear Cedar Rapids City Planning Commission, 
 
I am writing to voice a very firm disapproval of the Smokin’ Joes business going in next door to 
the studio where both of our young girls take dance lessons.  I don’t have anything against this 
type of business, but it does not belong in this location for several reasons: 
 

1. The building is less than 300 feet (70 feet to be exact) of a school of dance. Dance 
studios teach children, therefore the are numerous children and teenagers coming in 
and out of Studio Dance nearly every day of the week. 

2. This area is saturated with this type of business, not to mention a BRAND NEW Kwik Star 
just opened up down the street and they also sell tobacco and alcohol. 

3. The City if Cedar Rapids used to promote itself as a Blue Zone city, which focused on the 
health of its citizens.  Looking around town and seeing all the tobacco and alcohol 
businesses around, it appears that that’s what we’re promoting.  That location would be 
a great place for a fitness center! 

4. The headline in the news yesterday was the conviction of a man who killed 2- young 
kids, and injured 2 others, at another tobacco and alcohol shop in Cedar Rapids last 
year.  This, in itself should be reason enough NOT to allow the Smokin Joes franchise to 
open in this location.   

 
Put yourself in the position of a parent who takes their kids to dance multiple nights a week and 
decide if you’d want that type of business right next door.  You can do better Cedar Rapids!  We 
don’t need another place that sells drugs and alcohol.  Thank you for doing the right thing and 
denying the opening of this business at this location.   
 
Kids first - Let’s take care of our future.   
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Janette Beer 
 
Cedar Rapids, IA 
 



From: Kate Rogers
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Concerns
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 1:05:47 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

I know your probably getting this email millions of times but this is a problem. Having a
smokin joes by a studio full of young children is very concerning to me. Please take into
consideration the children who will be constantly walking in and out of this studio!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Kate Rogers

mailto:kate.rogers2002@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Zyana Bradford
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Concerns on a newly opening Smokey Joes
Date: Tuesday, October 6, 2020 1:40:55 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I have a friend that dances at
Studio Dance next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that
nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. They have students from the age of 3 to
18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers.
They instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers
to be exposed to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but they often have dancers in the studio
until late at night, and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you
for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
A future Psychologist 
-- 
Stay Safe,
Zyana Bradford 
Cohort B
zbradford0032@crprairie.org

mailto:zbradford0032@crprairie.org
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:zbradford0032@crprairie.org


From: kaiteyandersen
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Cond-030897-2020
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 12:15:48 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing to voice my opposition to allowing a new liquor and tobacco store on Center
Point Rd near 42nd St NE and (more importantly) near Studio Dance. 

As a parent who has had children attending classes at the studio for more than 17 years, I am
adamantly against the idea of an establishment that sells alcohol and tobacco products placed
in such close proximity to a place of education. Children are constantly entering and exiting
the building, crossing the parking lot and stepping in and out of cars. 

There are already many places that sell the same products in that geographic area. Allowing
another does not add to our community by providing something new or different. It detracts
from other businesses nearby which already offer those products and does so in a location
which poses a danger to our children. 

I urge you not to allow this change.  Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Katherine Andersen

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:kaiteyandersen@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Susan Kohl
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Cond-030897-2020
Date: Monday, October 5, 2020 11:28:18 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hi!  In regards to Cond-030897-2020 concerning the future use of this building as an
“Alcohol & Tobacco Level II” establishment, I would like to voice my opposition.  My
daughter attends dance on a weekly basis at Studio Dance right next to this location and I
would feel very uncomfortable having a Smokin' Joes establishment right next to it.  I don't
believe liquor stores are allowed within 300 ft of a school and this situation is very similar
with students regularly attending dance class.  I hope you will reconsider and keep the
dance students safe.

Thank you for your time!
Susan kohl

mailto:skr2000@hotmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


To: Developmental Services 

From: Rick Blackwell 
          2525 Towne House Drive NE 
          Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
 

Re: Cond-030897-2020 

 

Please see the following information is made available to the appropriate 
individuals who are making the decisions regarding Cond-030897-2020. 

My name is Rick Blackwell. I have lived in Cedar Rapids area 64 of my 66 years 
on this good earth. I have coached, taught school, owned a business, and 
served as school administrator for 45 of those years. 

I am writing this message to express my deep concern against a positive vote 
to allow a Smokin’ Joe’s franchise to be located next to Studio Dance located 
on Center Point Road NE. 

Business is business I know. But Studio Dance is a business that has been at 
the same location for over 25 years. Over 300 students participate weekly in 
dance classes at this facility. Many of them several evenings a week. Needless 
to say, Studio Dance is an established business that is not going anywhere. 

Allowing a Smokin’ Joe’s franchise to be located right next door makes no 
sense at all. I am not against those that choose to smoke or those that choose 
to imbibe. What I am against is the franchise being located next door to a 
thriving business whose clientele range in age from 3 – 18. 

If Studio Dance were a school or a church this would get voted down 
immediately.  I urge the board and the council to apply the same rules to this 
situation.  

I am sure the franchise owner has done their research and even though there 
are seven businesses selling similar products located within .8 of mile of the 
location feel they can do a brisk business. That itself should raise a RED FLAG 
that this business should NOT be located to an established dance studio whose 
clients are the youth of Cedar Rapids/Linn County. 

Thank you for your time. 

Please feel free to contact me at 319-640-0715. 

 

 



From: Pawlak, Stacey A
To: Blin, Dani L.
Cc: "michele@studiodanceia.com"
Subject: Cond-030897-2020
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 11:23:56 PM
Importance: High

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Dear Ms. Blin and Members of the Cedar Rapids City Planning Commission:
 
I am writing to voice my concern/disapproval for the proposed use of a building located at 3905
Center Point Road NE for a "Smokin’ Joes" Franchise (an “Alcohol & Tobacco Level II” establishment).
 
I am a parent of two children who have attended the dance studio next to this proposed Smokin’
Joes since 2002. Studio Dance provides high quality dance instruction for preschool to high school
aged children. Locating a store that sells alcohol and tobacco next door poses multiple safety risks
for the children who attend classes at Studio Dance.
 
These safety risks include 1) increased traffic in the parking lot and entrance to the dance studio,
where children are constantly crossing (often during evening hours, after school), 2) smoke shop
clientele, themselves, who may pose a risk to the children who are being dropped off in front of the
studio (and therefore may be briefly unattended by parents), and 3) location of a shop that sells
items that are illegal for use by persons under age 21 next to an educational establishment that
serves only persons under age 21.
 
I hope that you will consider these concerns/objections as you determine approval for the use of the
establishment at 3905 Center Point Road NE.
 
Please feel free to contact me at any point if you desire additional information,
 
Regards,
 
Stacey A. Pawlak, PhD
Clinical Assistant Professor – University of Iowa Department of Psychiatry
Director – Women’s Wellness & Counseling Service
Health Psychologist – Center for Advanced Reproductive Care
University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics
319-540-4025
 

Notice: This UI Health Care e-mail (including attachments) is covered by the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-2521 and is intended only for the use of the

mailto:stacey-pawlak@uiowa.edu
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:michele@studiodanceia.com


individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended
recipient, any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender
immediately and delete or destroy all copies of the original message and attachments thereto.
Email sent to or from UI Health Care may be retained as required by law or regulation. Thank
you.



From: Cara Lausen
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Development Services
Date: Monday, September 28, 2020 2:50:50 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.jpg
image003.jpg

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Good afternoon Dani, I hope this email finds you well.
 
I had dialed the wrong number at the city, and the gentleman I spoke with provided me with your
email address.
 
First, forgive me if I do not use all the correct terms in this email, as it is my first foray into
commercial conditional use issues.
 
I am writing regarding Cond-030897-2020, concerning the future use of 3905 Center Point Road NE
as an “Alcohol & Tobacco Level II” establishment.
 
I attempted to call to get an email inviting me to the zoom meeting on October 1 about the approval
of this conditional use, and the phone number to call (according to linncounty.org) has a “voicemail
box that has not yet been set up.” I dialed 319-286-5831 and selected the option 2.
 
Could you help me get a link to this zoom call to join the October 1 meeting to voice my concerns?
 
 
If items like this are under your purview at all, I would also like to take a second to bend your “ear”
about the potential for a Smokin’ Joes to go into 3905 Center Point Road NE. Before a catastrophic
fire, this lot had housed a dry cleaner that shares a parking lot with a strip mall. The strip mall in
question is already home to two long time businesses that cater almost exclusively to children,
Studio Dance & Grigg’s Music. Both of these establishments provide educational opportunities to K-
12 students. If they were “actual” schools, a business of this type would not be able to occupy 3905
Center Point Rd due to zoning laws.
 
I would invite any city or county employee who has a say on the conditional use of this address to
stop by this parking lot between the hours of 5p and 9:30p Mon-Thurs to see the sheer number of
children around and the impact of having a liquor and tobacco store share the parking lot. As a long-
time client of both businesses that have helped educate my children in fine arts, I’d be happy to
meet anyone there to discuss my concerns and allow decision-makers to see first hand what they’re
deciding on.
 
 

 

mailto:cara@convergenceacquisitions.com
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Cara A. Lausen, CRCP | Manager,
Corporate Affairs
1574 42nd Street NE, Suite 3
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402
Direct: 319-200-6100 | EXT: 205
Cell: 319-431-5193
 
RMA CRCP Certification No: P1802-1273

 



From: eiv@mwaccess.net
To: Blin, Dani L.
Cc: Eiv; michele
Subject: Letter in RE to Cond-030897-2020
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 11:51:26 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Good day Commission,
I am the husband of the Michele Burke of Studio Dance.
The question I have to the commission is in regards to one of the two
phone conversation I had with Dave Houg of the City of Cedar Rapids.
When I asked what the minimum distance is for a school to be from a
liquor store he indicated that it was 300 feet. I informed him that
there was a private school within that 300 feet (70 feet) which he
indicated that he was not aware of its presence. When I told him what
the school was, I was told that that type of “private” school did not
fit the definition of school that the 300 feet set back was would be
required. He also indicated that in the past these types of private
schools were included in the definition but it was changed due to it
being “problematic” after this same type of alcohol issue came up due to
location relation to a school of martial arts.
May I ask then who or why having the private schools included in the
code/zoning requirement/rule/definition is “PROBLEMATIC” to and when was
it changed.
I have also attached pictures of the notice sign that was recently place
(this sign (metal frame)that was never observed being up before). The
information is unreadable.
Thank you for consideration of my question and the overall review of
this issue.
Chris Burke 377-2244

Please confirm that this was received. Thank you!

mailto:eiv@mwaccess.net
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:eiv@mwaccess.net
mailto:michele@studiodanceia.com






From: millerlmbt@yahoo.com
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: No Smokin Joe"s
Date: Friday, October 2, 2020 8:03:51 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. 
This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a friend of a dancer at
Studio Dance next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of
that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the
age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not
suitable for our dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students,
and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to that sort of behavior. Not only this,
but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity to
ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns
and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Melissa Miller

mailto:millerlmbt@yahoo.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Heather Wild
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Objection to Cond 030897-2020
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 9:10:43 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Regarding Cond-030897-2020, concerning the future use of this
building as an “Alcohol & Tobacco Level II” establishment.
This should not be allowed next to a dance studio, still a learning environment with lots of
young children in and out of that building. See bellowed shared concerns as well. This is
completely inappropriate use for this space as there is a similar business in nearby proximity.

1. Due to being next to a dance studio, a learning center for children
2. The hours of the store's operation (till midnight)
3. The shared entrance into the parking lot
4. The parking lot in it's self, some of you know how crazy it is as you have
waiting and seen how some drive through parked cars 
5. Safety for students leaving class and older students driving to and from
class. 
6. The area is saturated with similar businesses at 32nd/Center Point Rd &
Center Point Rd
 
We find it odd and believe that the city does not allow liquor sales within
300 ft of K-12 schools, but would allow this use under the 300 foot limit
for other types of school/education catering to children of the same K-12
age.

Sent from my iPhone

-- 
Heather Wild
319.310.3629
heatherwild09@gmail.com

mailto:heatherwild09@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:heatherwild09@gmail.com


From: Jessica Blake
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Objection to Cond-030897-2020
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 10:06:56 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello,
My name is Jessica Blake and I am writing this email to strongly object to the opening of an alcohol and tobacco
level 2 establishment on Center Point Road next to Studio Dance in Cedar Rapids. My two daughters, aged 12 and
8, attend dance there and have for many years, since they were 3 or 4.

As a parent and someone who pays for the quality dance instruction they receive at Studio Dance, I do not want a
Smokin’ Joes or any other establishment of that nature in the vicinity of this dance studio - certainly not right next
door and sharing the parking lot. Many older students drive themselves to dance or (when not having to follow
COVID-19 restrictions) many have breaks in between classes, during which they eat dinner at KFC or the Great
Dragon which are right near the studio. People who frequent Smokin’ Joes may already have been drinking when
they go to purchase more alcohol and may not drive safely through the parking lot.

Also, these establishments often also sell drug paraphernalia if they can get around the loopholes of the law. I would
not want older students to have the opportunity to enter a store like this, which even if they cannot purchase alcohol
and tobacco, could easily find someone to purchase it for them or could purchase certain other items related to
alcohol and tobacco. We sign teenagers up for these types of extracurricular activities to keep them out of trouble, so
it is not helpful to have trouble spring up next door to their dance studio.

Finally, this could seriously hurt Michele Burke’s business, as this studio is her livelihood. Imagine if you are
someone looking to sign your 3 year old up for dance and you know nothing about dance studios, assuming them all
to be the same in their abilities to teach basics to 3 year olds. Would you choose the studio located right next to a
Smokin’ Joes when there are many other studios in the city? This could make Michele’s studio less competitive and
is not fair for her business to be hurt by this establishment.

Please do not allow an establishment of this nature to open next to Studio Dance, for the sake of my children and all
others who do and will attend Studio Dance.
Thank you,
Jessica Blake

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jessicalblake@yahoo.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Kathy Markham
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Objection to Condo-030897-2020
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 8:58:57 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

I object to anyone opening an alcohol and tobacco Level 2 establishment next to Studio Dance on Center Point Road
in Cedar Rapids. I have 2 granddaughters that attend that dance school and I don't think any of those young children
need to be exposed to that atmosphere and the clientele and traffic that will frequent it. Please don't allow any
business of that type to open that close to impressionable children and place them possibly at risk.

Thank you,

Kathy Markham

mailto:kmarkham49@yahoo.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Jerri Toll
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Opposition to alchohol and cigarette store near a children"s dance studio.
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 5:26:32 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

It's appaling that there would ever be a consideration of allowing a alcohol and tobacco store
to set up shop right next to a dance studio where children are in daily attendance.  What's the
world coming to? This is such a terrible example for children let alone a very dangerous
element.  Please,please stop this from happening.  Do the right thing.
Jerri Toll 

mailto:jerritlmt@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Steiger Manson
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Possible Smokin’ Joe’s
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 1:20:25 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Friend of a dancer

mailto:steigermanson05@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Taryn Hosek
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Potential Smokin’ Joe’s Concern
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 11:01:28 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Taryn Hosek
-- 
Taryn Hosek

mailto:thosek16@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Ava McMenomy
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Potential Smoking Joe’s On Center Point Rd.
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:39:10 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely,
 A girl just trying to protect her second home. 
-- 
Ava McMenomy
Prairie High School  

mailto:amcmenomy@crprairie.org
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Jaeda Hernandez
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Protecting dance
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:46:03 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
Jaeda Hernandez

mailto:jaedarealynhernandez@icloud.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Pawlak, Stacey A
To: Blin, Dani L.
Cc: "michele@studiodanceia.com"
Subject: Re: Cond-030897-2020
Date: Tuesday, October 6, 2020 11:46:06 AM
Importance: High

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Dear Ms. Blin and Members of the Cedar Rapids Board of Adjustments:
 
I am writing to voice my concern/disapproval for the proposed use of a building located at 3905
Center Point Road NE for a "Smokin’ Joes" Franchise (an “Alcohol & Tobacco Level II” establishment).
 
I am a parent of two children who have attended the dance studio next to this proposed Smokin’
Joes since 2002. Studio Dance provides high quality dance instruction for preschool to high school
aged children. Locating a store that sells alcohol and tobacco next door poses multiple safety risks
for the children who attend classes at Studio Dance.
 
These safety risks include 1) increased traffic in the parking lot and entrance to the dance studio,
where children are constantly crossing (often during evening hours, after school), 2) smoke shop
clientele, themselves, who may pose a risk to the children who are being dropped off in front of the
studio (and therefore may be briefly unattended by parents), and 3) location of a shop that sells
items that are illegal for use by persons under age 21 next to an educational establishment that
serves only persons under age 21.
 
I hope that you will consider these concerns/objections as you determine approval for the use of the
establishment at 3905 Center Point Road NE.
 
Please feel free to contact me at any point if you desire additional information,
 
Regards,
 
Stacey A. Pawlak, PhD
Clinical Assistant Professor – University of Iowa Department of Psychiatry
Director – Women’s Wellness & Counseling Service
Health Psychologist – Center for Advanced Reproductive Care
University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics
319-540-4025
 

Notice: This UI Health Care e-mail (including attachments) is covered by the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-2521 and is intended only for the use of the

mailto:stacey-pawlak@uiowa.edu
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:michele@studiodanceia.com


individual or entity to which it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended
recipient, any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender
immediately and delete or destroy all copies of the original message and attachments thereto.
Email sent to or from UI Health Care may be retained as required by law or regulation. Thank
you.



From: Tamara Fulk
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Re: Studio Dance
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 8:13:34 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Thank you.

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

On Wednesday, September 30, 2020, 4:46 PM, Blin, Dani L. <Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org> wrote:

Thank you for your comments.  I have forwarded them to the Commissioners to
consider for the meeting tomorrow at 3pm. 

 

Dani Blin

Administrative Assistant

Development Services Department

City of Cedar Rapids, 500 15th Ave SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404

 

Office: 319-286-5780

E-mail: da.blin@cedar-rapids.org

Web: www.cedar-rapids.org

 

From: Tamara Fulk <gypsyspirit29@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 1:21 PM
To: Blin, Dani L. <Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org>
Subject: Studio Dance

 

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you know the content is safe.
Never provide your user ID and password!

mailto:gypsyspirit29@yahoo.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS
mailto:da.blin@cedar-rapids.org
http://www.cedar-rapids.org/


 

I am writing to object to the Smokey Joes establishment being allowed to move
into the building across from Studio Dance. 

 

It is my concern that not only does this bring additional traffic into the area, but
that Studio Dance essentially has the same aged students as a school. The law
does not allow establishments that serve alcohol and tobacco near school
properties so I see no difference with our school of dance. 

 

Potentially exposing our children to secondhand smoke (for those smoking
outside the establishment as they wait for others in their party to buy things) is
also unacceptable to me. We have kids with asthma that go to school here. 

 

Thank you for your time. 

Tamara Fulk 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS
http://entry.inspironlogistics.com/cedarrapids_ia/wens.cfm


From: Lori Manley
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Regarding Cond-030897-2020
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 6:26:54 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Dear Members of the Cedar Rapids City Planning Commission,

I am writing to express my concern about the possibility of opening a Smokin' Joe's franchise
at 3905 Center Point Road, NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402.  Since 2003, I have had children
enrolled in dance classes at Studio Dance, located at 3907 Center Point Road, NE, right next
door to the proposed alcohol/tobacco sales shop.  Both of my daughters began dancing at
Studio Dance when they were 3 years old, and the studio serves students who are preschool
age through high school.  I am concerned that the proximity of an alcohol and tobacco shop to
the dance studio would be detrimental to the hundreds of young people who attend classes
there each week.  I am particularly concerned for teens who are transporting themselves to
and from classes at the dance studio, and who would be leaving the studio, at night, when the
alcohol/tobacco shop would still be open to customers.  I strongly urge the commission not to
approve an alcohol and tobacco shop to operate this close to a business that serves children in
the community.

Thank you,
Lori Manley

mailto:lori@manley.im
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Erica Ireland
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Regarding Cond-030897-2020, concerning the future use of this building as an “Alcohol & Tobacco Level II”

establishment.
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 1:06:34 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

To whom it may concern,
As a teacher at Studio Dance as well as a teacher at Xavier High School, I am strongly
opposed to  Cond-030897-2020.  There is absolutely no reason to place a
business that purely operates on tobacco and alcohol sales next to a dance
school. The sale of tobacco and alcohol within such a close distance to where students are
learning is in my opinion a recipe for disaster. I am more than willing to discuss this further
with you.
Sincerely,
Erica Ireland

-- 
Erica Ireland, Campus Ministry/Theology
Xavier High School
6300 42nd St. NE
Cedar Rapids, IA  52411
319-294-6635
www.xaviersaints.org
“Make me an instrument of Your peace”

mailto:erica.ireland@xaviersaints.org
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
tel:319-294-6635
http://www.xaviersaints.org/























From: Elizabeth Andersen
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smoke shop
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:45:40 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
A concerned and frustrated dancer

mailto:elizabethandersen77@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Alyssa Wagner
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complain
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:47:20 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
A concerned and frustrated dancer

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:alyssawagner20@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Alexandra Rump
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 10:23:58 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
Allie Rump

mailto:alliejrump@icloud.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Alexandra Rump
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 10:28:13 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Howdy. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel
that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We
have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for
our dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be
exposed to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a
necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into
deep consideration.

Sincerely,
Alexandra Joanne

mailto:alexandra.rump@beasaint.org
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Alyssa Reynolds
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:49:31 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract and influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
A concerned and frustrated dancer

mailto:alyssa20reynolds@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Anna Schenkel
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 12:20:44 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
A concerned and frustrated dancer

mailto:anna.schenkel@beasaint.org
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Ava O’Connell
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:16:15 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
A concerned and frustrated dancer

mailto:avaoconnell02@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Cassidy Fangmann
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe"s Complaint
Date: Saturday, October 3, 2020 2:42:26 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, Cassidy Fangmann 

mailto:cafangmann@crprairie.org
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Gavin Gerdes
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:48:35 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

mailto:21ggerdes@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Haley Cummings
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 9:40:20 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. 

      This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next
door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
A concerned student

mailto:haleyc555@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Kaitlyn Buenzow
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin joe’s complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 7:52:14 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
Kaitlyn

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:kaitlyn.buenzow@beasaint.org
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Kate
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 10:37:19 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,

Kate Burns

mailto:katemburns5@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: lauren krzywicki
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:52:58 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Along with being a young
female in today’s world I often find myself clutching my car key in between my fingers in fear
and nearly running into my dance studio that is only a few feet away from my car. Having the
store that close to the studio will only cause more unneeded people in the parking lot that
would be connected to where the young dancers are. Thank you for listening to our concerns
and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
A concerned and frustrated dancer  

mailto:laurenkrzywicki2003@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Maci Schimberg
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:42:09 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
A concerned and frustrated friend 

mailto:maschimberg@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Maddie Miller
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:40:31 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
A concerned and frustrated dancer

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:724mgm@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Marissa Rushton
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:51:59 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Marissa Rushton

mailto:mrushton1225@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Lesnik, Maximilian B
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:40:48 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a friend of a dancer at
Studio Dance next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that
nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. They have students from the age of 3 to
18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for the dancers.
They instill proper morals and values into all of their students, and they do not want our
dancers to be exposed to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but they often have dancers in the
studio until late at night, and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of the dancers.
Thank you for listening to these concerns and taking them into deep consideration.

Sincerely,
Max Lesnik

Get Outlook for iOS

mailto:maximilian-lesnik@uiowa.edu
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
https://aka.ms/o0ukef


From: Medgine.
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 5:15:54 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am not a dancer at Studio
Dance, but I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. They have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for those children. Not only do I
believe, but studio dance believes that having a store with that type of environment around a
studio of children is wrong.  It is immoral and not ok to have that around again SMALL
CHILDREN. Not only this, but they often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it
is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of those dancers. Thank you for listening my
concerns and studio dance’s concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Medgine Gehy

mailto:elizgehy@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Molly Martin
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 6:15:35 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Molly Martin

mailto:martinmolly14@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Rebecca Reccius
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 6:33:16 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Reccius

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rebeccamr021004@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Syd Leonard
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 10:35:26 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
Sydney Leonard

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:sydneymleonard03@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Tris Waldorf
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 8:33:57 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at
Studio Dance next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a
store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will
attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper morals and
values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio
until late at night, and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our
dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration. 

Sincerely, 
A concerned and frustrated dancer

mailto:tristanwaldorf13@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Khloe Lena
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joe’s Complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 11:31:02 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Khloe

mailto:khloe9082@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Lauren Giddings
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin" Joe"s
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 10:54:56 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello,

This email is in regard to the potential Smokin' Joe's. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door,
and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a
family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business
like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. 

We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to
be exposed to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until
late at night, and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers.

Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep consideration.

Sincerely, 

Lauren Giddings

-- 
Lauren Giddings
ISU Freshman
Environmental Science
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
lpg1@iastate.edu

mailto:lpg1@iastate.edu
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:lpg1@iastate.edu


From: Audrey Swanson
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joes Conplaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 2:35:33 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
Audrey Swanson

mailto:ahswanson2006@icloud.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Britt Bowersox
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joes Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:31:07 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
A concerned and frustrated dancer

mailto:britt.bowersox@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Emersyn Stout
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joes complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 12:51:23 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am have friends that dance at
Studio Dance next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that
nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. They have students from the age of 3 to
18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for dancers.
Proper morals and values are instilled into all of their students, and do not want dancers to be
exposed to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but there are often dancers in the studio until
late at night, and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of the dancers. Thank you for
listening to our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
A concerned and frustrated citizen

mailto:emersynstout@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Hey It"s Maggy
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin Joes on Center Point Road
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 9:56:45 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
A future Optometrist

mailto:maggymaej@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Joseph Dufoe
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin’ Joe’s
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:50:24 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
A friend of a concerned and frustrated dancer

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:joemdufoe@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Noelle Buck
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin’ Joe’s
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:41:38 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
Noelle

mailto:nobuck@crprairie.org
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Alexandra Rump
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin’ Joe’s Complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 10:24:56 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
Allie rump

mailto:alliejrump@icloud.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Carlie Mauss
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin’ Joe’s Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 9:05:21 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
A future educator

mailto:carlie.mauss@beasaint.org
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Carlie Mauss
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin’ Joe’s Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 7:32:59 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
A concerned and frustrated dancer

mailto:carmauss03@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Rylee Beardsworth
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin’ Joe’s complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 12:02:05 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a friend of a dancer at Studio Dance next door,
and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly
studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not
suitable for our dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers
to be exposed to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it
is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them
into deep consideration.

Sincerely,
A concerned and frustrated friend

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:r.beardsworth@mediacombb.net
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Samantha Robinson
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin’ Joe’s Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:18:27 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. 

I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a
store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the
age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for
our dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want
our dancers to be exposed to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in
the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers.
Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
A concerned and frustrated dancer

mailto:srobs03@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Virginia Russell
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin’ Joe’s Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:54:17 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello,
This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that it is
extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

mailto:virginia.russell@beasaint.org
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: ikoch2020@gmail.com
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin’ Joe’s Request
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 5:17:27 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
Isabella Koch

mailto:ikoch2020@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: emersyn kroymann
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin’ Joe’s/Studio Dance
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:22:09 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. 

This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I have a friend that dances at Studio
Dance next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in
close proximity to a family friendly studio. They have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I
believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for their dancers. They
instill proper morals and values into all of their students, and they do not want their dancers to
be exposed to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but they often have dancers in the studio
until late at night, and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of the dancers. Thank you
for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely,
A future pediatric doctor

mailto:emmyk5678@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Anna Mauss
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin’ Joes Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:41:27 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a family member of a dancer at Studio Dance next
door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly
studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not
suitable for our dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers
to be exposed to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it
is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them
into deep consideration.

Sincerely,
A concerned and frustrated family member of a dancer

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:annamauss01@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: arwen gilbert
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin’ Joes complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 12:16:07 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely,
Arwen Gilbert

mailto:gilbertarwen@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Ella"s Iphone
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin’ Joes Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 10:11:10 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
A future Elementary Educator

mailto:ella.cunn@icloud.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Sydney Peterson
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smokin’ Joes Complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 7:01:24 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. 
This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a former dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. They have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. They instill
proper morals and values into all of their students, and they do not want their dancers to be
exposed to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but they often have dancers in the studio until
late at night, and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of their dancers. That dance
studio is a safe place and a home for most of those dancers. Dancing is their life. You would
be hurting their dance career by putting Smokin’ Joes next door because it ruins their safe
place they try so very hard to create. It ruins their confidence and their home environment.
Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Sydney Peterson 

mailto:sydneyfromcr@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Jordan Jansen
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smoking joes complaint
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 6:27:20 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Da.blin@cedar-rapids.org
Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance next door, and I feel that
it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close proximity to a family friendly studio. We have
students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our
dancers. We instill proper morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed
to that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night, and it is a necessity
to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to our concerns and taking them into deep
consideration.

Sincerely,
A concerned and frustrated dancer

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jordanlizjansen@icloud.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Regan Gunkel
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smoking Joes Complaint
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 7:33:51 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
A future attorney 

mailto:regan.gunkel@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Thomas Below
To: Blin, Dani L.
Cc: michele@studiodanceia.com
Subject: Smoking joes on center point
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 9:15:06 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely,
A future pediatrics physical therapist 

mailto:belowaly@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:michele@studiodanceia.com


From: lilian jones
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smoking Joes on Center Point Road
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 7:33:46 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
A concerned and frustrated dancer

mailto:liliannjones00@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Lilian Jones
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Smoking Joes on Center Point Road
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 7:33:03 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
A concerned and frustrated dancer

mailto:lilijo867@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Tamara Fulk
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Studio Dance
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 1:20:51 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

I am writing to object to the Smokey Joes establishment being allowed to move into the
building across from Studio Dance. 

It is my concern that not only does this bring additional traffic into the area, but that Studio
Dance essentially has the same aged students as a school. The law does not allow
establishments that serve alcohol and tobacco near school properties so I see no difference
with our school of dance. 

Potentially exposing our children to secondhand smoke (for those smoking outside the
establishment as they wait for others in their party to buy things) is also unacceptable to me.
We have kids with asthma that go to school here. 

Thank you for your time. 
Tamara Fulk 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

mailto:gypsyspirit29@yahoo.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS


From: Tammy Kopesky
To: Blin, Dani L.
Cc: michele@studiodanceia.com
Subject: Studio dance petition
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 7:54:10 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID and password!

Thank you fo considering our petition to not allow Smokin Joes next to a dance studio. Cedar Rapids, we feel
appropriately, has an established ordinance restricting establishments of this type from being in proximity to our
schools. We believe this is a well intentioned effort to limit both the intermingling of the clientele with the students
and minimize the exposure of the students to the products available at the retail outlet. The dance studio has young
people from 3-18 years of age , as in our public schools, in attendance for instruction in dance. This is
predominately in the evenings and weekends in contradistinction to a public school corresponding to high activity
times of this type of outlet. We feel that for the same reasons that these
 establishments are not allowed to be in close proximity to our public schools it is just as inappropriate to place them
near these same students as they attend dance instruction. These students are predominately female and young and
should be afforded the same protections we give them when they attend school. Thank you for the time you will take
to consider our petition.

Tammy and kevin Kopesky

Please keep our kids safe !

mailto:tammykopesky@yahoo.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:michele@studiodanceia.com


From: Allison Jacobs
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Studio Dance/Smokin’ Joe’s
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 7:34:16 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Allison Jacobs 

-- 
 Allison F. Jacobs

 Student - 8th Grade 

 Prairie Point Middle School 

 Orange Team

Contact Me: ajacobs0119@crprairie.org

                   (+1) 319-329-6442

mailto:ajacobs0119@crprairie.org
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:ajacobs0119@crprairie.org
https://emojipedia.org/telephone-receiver/
https://emojipedia.org/telephone-receiver/


From: Bailey Vifian
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: The New Smokin’ Joe’s
Date: Thursday, October 1, 2020 8:40:13 AM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. This email is in regard to the potential Smokin’ Joe’s. I am a dancer at Studio Dance
next door, and I feel that it is extremely inappropriate to have a store of that nature in close
proximity to a family friendly studio. We have students from the age of 3 to 18 and I believe
that a business like this will attract an influence not suitable for our dancers. We instill proper
morals and values into all of our students, and we do not want our dancers to be exposed to
that sort of behavior. Not only this, but we often have dancers in the studio until late at night,
and it is a necessity to ensure safety for every one of our dancers. Thank you for listening to
our concerns and taking them into deep consideration. 

Thank you,
Bailey

mailto:baileyvif@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org


From: Friedley, Jamie
To: Blin, Dani L.
Subject: Vacant Building Occupancy [EXTERNAL]
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 12:57:23 PM
Attachments: image013.png
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CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Hello. 
 
I am writing to object to alcohol or tobacco business occupancy next to Studio Dance at 3905 Center
Point Rd CR IA 52402 which serves children from pre-K to 12th grade.  This business is not only a
danger to the safety of children coming and going from the studio six days a week, but it will also
hurt the profitability of a local business that has been in that location for around 25 years.  Having a
business like that in proximity to a dance studio will deter families from wanting their children to go
there. 
 
The proximity of an alcohol or tobacco business at 3905 Center Point Rd CR IA
52402 (Next to STUDIO DANCE) would be a danger to the safety of the
children waiting for rides or being dropped off for lessons.  Please do NOT
give approval for proposed occupancy to Smokey Joe’s or others with same
adult business next to a long-time business serving children of all ages.
 
 
Best Regards,
 
Jamie Friedley
Associate Director
Private Equity - Energy
 

319-651-3023
319-355-8256
jfriedley@aegonam.com
6300 C Street SW, Cedar Rapids, IA  52499
www.aegonam.com
Connect with us on LinkedIn at www.linkedin.com/company/aegonam  
I support inclusion and diversity

 
 
 
 

mailto:jfriedley@aegonam.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
http://www.aegonam.com/
http://www.aegonam.com/
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/aegonam
http://www.linkedin.com/company/aegonam









From: Joyce Finch
To: Blin, Dani L.
Cc: michele@studiodanceia.com
Subject: Vacant Building Occupancy
Date: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 12:39:40 PM

CAUTION:This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you know the content is safe. Never provide your user ID
and password!

Good Afternoon!  I am writing to object to alcohol or tobacco business occupancy next to
Studio Dance which serves children from K-12th grade.

Our granddaughter is a senior this year and has participated in dance lessons there since she
was very young.

The proximity of an alcohol or tobacco business at 3905 Center Point Rd CR IA

52402 (Next to STUDIO DANCE) would be a danger to the safety of the

children waiting for rides or being dropped off for lessons.  Please do NOT

give approval for proposed occupancy to Smokey Joe’s or others with same

adult business next to a long-time business serving children of all ages.

Thank you!

Joyce E. Finch
Orchestra Iowa Board Chair
319-431-4364

mailto:joyce.finch53@gmail.com
mailto:Da.Blin@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:michele@studiodanceia.com




  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
MAJOR DESIGN EXCEPTION 
CASE NO.  ADMD-030953-2020 
CASE MANAGER:  Landon Hawes 

 
 

  

OWNER/APPELLANT INFORMATION 

APPLICANT: Mark 
Weems 

 

TITLEHOLDER: Weems 
Robert M and Mary A 
Revocable Trust 

 

PROPERTY 
ADDRESS: 388 East Post 
Road SE 

 

 

 

MAJOR DESIGN EXCEPTION REQUEST 

Construct a 10’ fence along part of the side yard of this property 

OUTSTANDING ISSUES AND STANDARDS FOR APPROVAL 

Conformance with Major Design Exception approval requirements 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of the request 

  



 

  
 

Development Services Department 
City of Cedar Rapids, Iowa  
City Services Center, 500 Fifteenth Avenue SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 
Phone: (319) 286-5836 | Email: developmentservices@cedar-rapids.org 

 
 

MAJOR DESIGN EXCEPTION REQUEST 
Address:  388 East Post Road SE 

 Case No. ADMD-030953-2020  
City Planning Commission Meeting:  N/A 

Board of Adjustment Meeting:  October 12, 2020 

 

BACKGROUND: 

This is a request for a Major Design Exception by Mark Weems on behalf of the Weems Robert M and Mary A Revocable Trust, 
which is the owner of record of the subject property. This parcel is 10.13 acres and is located in an A-RR (Rural Residential) zone. 
The applicant wishes to construct a 10.5-foot fence on the southeastern part of the property, starting adjacent to the 
guesthouse and continuing to the edge of the access gate for the main dwelling. The fence is meant to increase privacy between 
the applicant’s property and the neighboring parcel. 

 

Section 32.04.05(k) in the Zoning Ordinance limits fence height to 7 feet when abutting a residential use, as is the case here, 
though 10-foot-high fences are allowed when abutting a non-residential use. The exception being requested is based on Section 
32.05.12(B)(4)(d)(i), “Site and Structure Standard Exception,” which states that:  

“Unless otherwise specified in Sec 32.04.05, exceptions to numerical requirements as follows: (A) Separation distances: up to 
25% (B) Other numerical standards: up to 50%.” 
 

This Major Design Exception request is allowable because 10.5 feet, the height of the proposed fence, is less than 50% of the 
base standard of 7 feet for fences. 

LEGAL PRINCIPLES: 
32.05.12.E, of the Cedar Rapids Municipal Code requires that ALL of the following criteria for the granting of a 
major design exception be met: 

 
1. The requested exception is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and any plans, studies or reports which are 

adopted by City Council and may provide guidance on the exception. 
 

Staff Comments:  This request does not conflict with the Comprehensive Plan or any adopted plans, studies, or 
reports. 

 
2. The requested exception does not have the effect of permitting a pattern of development inconsistent with the 

intent of the base district and design areas that would be more consistent with another base district or design area. 
For example, permitting suburban development characteristics in an urban or traditional district. 
 
Staff Comments:  The requested exception does not permit development inconsistent with low-density, rural 

development in the Rural Residential zone. 
   

STAFF 
REPORT 

 

mailto:developmentservices@cedar-rapids.org


3. The requested exception does not have the effect of perpetuating a pattern or style of development which is 
intended to be replaced by development consistent with this Code. 

 
Staff Comments: The property is not intended to be replaced with a new style of development.   

 
4. The requested exception can be demonstrated to meet one of the following: 

a. The requested exception is reasonably necessary for this property as it can be found that unique site 
circumstances make it likely that this exception would be required for a broad range of uses, structures, or 
layouts that may be otherwise permitted on the property. 

b. The requested exception alleviates a practical difficulty to accommodating a particular use, structure, or layout 
that is permitted on the property and where the intent of this Code is not to limit or prevent the establishment 
of the use, structure, or layout at a location with the characteristics of the subject property. 

c. The requested exception allows for architectural design which is unique and of high quality that meets or 
exceeds the intent of the code. 

 
  

Staff Comments:  The request meets 4(b) by alleviating a potential loss of privacy due to the driveway that the 
subject parcel and its neighboring property share. The intent of the Code is not to limit or prevent reasonable privacy fences 
from being erected. 
 

5. The requested exception represents the minimum deviation from the applicable regulations necessary to 
accommodate the requested development and that any practical difficulties related to the subject property cannot 
be overcome by any feasible alternative means other than an exception. 
 

 
Staff Comments:  This exception represents the minimum deviation required to achieve the desired privacy effect. 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT:  
1. The requested Major Design Exception does not conflict with the 

Comprehensive Plan. 
2. The requested Major Design Exception meets all required criteria for approval. 

 
                 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 

The Board of Adjustment may consider the following alternatives: 

1. Grant the requested major design exception subject to conditions. 
2. Grant relief less than or different from the requested major design exception. 
3. Deny the requested major design exception. 
 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval for the following reasons: 
1. The requested Major Design Exception does not conflict with the Comprehensive Plan. 
2. The requested Major Design Exception meets all required criteria for approval. 

 
 
IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE APPLICANT TO COMPLETE ALL CONDITIONS, AS OUTLINED IN THIS STAFF REPORT, PRIOR 
TO FINAL APPROVAL OF THE CASE.  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING A CONDITION, CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT 
UNDER WHICH THAT CONDITION IS LISTED.   THE CONTACTS’ NAMES AND PHONE NUMBERS ARE LISTED BELOW.  ITEMS IN 
THE COMMENTS SECTION ARE NOT A REQUIREMENT TO BE MET PRIOR TO APPROVAL.  THEY ARE INTENDED TO INCREASE 
YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND AWARENESS OF ISSUES THAT MAY POSSIBLY EXIST ON THE PROPERTY. 



 

 

[Any possible conditions listed here] 
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